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YSB-LPC Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
February 21, 2024 

Voluntown Elementary School 
(Held virtually via Zoom at 5:00 p.m.) 

 

 

Members of Voluntown Youth Service Bureau Advisory Board and the Local Prevention Council (LPC): Alcohol, 

Tobacco, and Other Drug Abuse Prevention (ATODA): 
 
Members Present:   

Adam S. Burrows (Superintendent and YSB-LPC Secretary)   
Diana Ingraham (YSB-LPC Chairperson) 

Jo-Anne Weir (VES Teacher) 

Rachel Ricard (Parent) 

 

Members Absent: Jen Koczan (PTO), Paula Grillo (Business Proprietor), Christopher Wilson (Vice Chair and BOE 

Member) 

 

Student Representatives Absent: Autumn Kelly (HS Student), and Steven Steniger (HS Student) 

 

Also Present: Melinda Bryan (YSB Director), Deborah Walker (SERAC), and Dee Dee Jackman (YSB Clerk) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Diana Ingraham called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

YSB-LPC ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERSHIP:  Due to continued difficulties in reaching a quorum at the meetings, 

it was previously discussed to remove student members as “voting” members and assign them as “Student 

Representatives.”  

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Weir/Ricard) to make Student Representatives non-voting participants of the 

YSB-LPC Advisory Board. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

SERAC: Deborah Walker from SERAC announced upcoming training programs which are all available on their website 

(www.SERAC.org) and that there will be a Community Readiness Survey going out soon. Trainings include the 

following topics: Diversity, Unconscious Bias, Cultural Competency, Mindfulness for the Helping Professional, Youth 

Substance Abuse Training, etc.  

 

REVIEW MINUTES: The minutes to the 11/15/23 and 1/17/24 meetings were provided. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Weir) to approve the 11/15/23 and 1/17/24 YSB-LPC Meeting Minutes 

as presented. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

BUDGET REPORT: The budget report reflected an anticipated funding balance of $18,470.97. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Weir) to approve the Budget Report as presented. All in favor; motion 

passed. 

 

REPORT BY THE YSB DIRECTOR: (by Melinda Bryan) 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Weir) approve in one motion ALL of the programs mentioned in the 

January 17, 2024 Minutes (listed below for specifics). All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Nursing Staff:  Terry Quintas will paid one hour per day as nursing staff for programs held on January 8, 22, 29, Febru-

ary 5 and 7, 2024. 

 

Build a Snowman: Kayla Barber and Tina Brayman will run this program on January 8, 22, 29, and February 5, 2024 

for Grades 1-2. Kayla Barber will be paid 2 hours prep and 1.5 hours per day and Tina Brayman will be paid 1.25 hours 

per day to assist. 

http://www.serac.org/
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Circuitry: Sue Dander will run this program on January 8, 22, 29, and February 5, 2024 for Grades 3-4 and will be paid 

1.5 hours per day. 

 

Board Games & Walking: Alyson Paige will run this program on January 8, 22, 29 and Feb.5, 2024 for Grades 7-8 and 

will be paid 1.5 hours per day. 

 

Valentine Crafts: To be held on February 7, 2024. Val Lord and Angela Orzel will run this program for Kindergarten 

students. Sue Dander and Carolyn Stands will run it for grades 1-2. Kayla Barber and Tina Brayman will run it for 

grades 3-4. Val Lord, Sue Dander and Kayla Barber will each be paid 1 hour prep plus 1.5 hours per day and Angela 

Orzel, Carolyn Stands and Tina Brayman will each be paid 1.25 to 1.5 hours per day to assist. The cost of supplies will 

not exceed $60 for each group.  

 

Screen-Free Week: To be held in May. Melinda would like to hire Carnival Party for a Lego event at the cost of $ 395 

on May 8th and a Medieval event at the cost of $395 on May 10, 2024. A $200 deposit is required to hold these dates. 

 

Programs from Melinda’s February Report: 

 

Screen-Free Week: To be held in May. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Ingraham) allocate $412 towards a Reptiles presentation during Screen-

Free Week. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Nursing Staff:  Terry Quintas will be paid one hour per day as nursing staff during the Chalk Pastels Program on Febru-

ary 26, March 4 and 11, 2024. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Weir) approve hiring Terry Quintas for nursing staff for one hour per 

day during the Chalk Pastels Program (dates listed above). All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Voyage to the Seven Continents: Sue Dander will run this program on February 12, 26, March 4 and 11, 2024 for 

Grades 1-2.  

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Burrows) approve the Voyage to the Seven Continents Program and pay 

Sue Dander 2 hours prep and 1.5 hours per day. The cost of supplies will not exceed $60. All in favor; 

motion passed. 

 

Chalk Pastels: Kayla Barber will run this program on February 12, 26, March 4, and 11, 2024 for Grades 3-4. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Weir) approve the Chalk Pastels Program and pay Kayla Barber 2 hours 

prep and 1.5 hours per day and also pay Tina Brayman 1.25 hours per day to assist. The cost of supplies will 

not exceed $50. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Board Games: Alyson Paige will run this program on February 26, March 4 and 11, 2024 for Grades 6-8. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Ricard) approve the Board Games Program and pay Alyson Paige 1.5 

hours per day. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Baking: Lynne Lawrence will run this program for students in grades 5-8 on February 25 and 26, 2024.  

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Ingraham) approve the Baking Program and pay Lynne Lawrence one 

hour prep and 1.5 hours per day. The cost of supplies will not exceed $50. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Math Night:  Luau Math Night is to be held on February 22, 2024. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Burrows) for the YSB to offer a Luau snack on Math Night, not to 

exceed $60. All in favor; motion passed. 
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Insects: Val Lord will run this program on March 18, 25, April 1, and 15, 2024 for Kindergarteners.  

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Weir/Ricard) approve the Insects Program and pay Val Lord 2 hours prep and 

1.5 hours per day and also pay Angela Orzel 1.5 hours per day to assist. The cost of supplies will not exceed 

$60. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Birds: Sue Dander will run this program on March 18, 25, April 1, and 15, 2024 for Grades 1-2. 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Weir) approve the Birds Program and pay Sue Dander 2 hours prep 

and 1.5 hours per day and also pay Carolyn Stands 1.5 hours per day to assist. The cost of supplies will not 

exceed $50. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Spring STEM: Kayla Barber will run this program on March 18, 25, April 1, and 15, 2024 for Grades 3-4. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Ingraham) approve the Spring STEM Program and pay Kayla Barber 2 

hours prep and 1.5 hours per day and also pay Tina Brayman 1.25 hours per day to assist. The cost of 

supplies will not exceed $50. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Ski Trip: Alyson Paige and Melinda Bryan will plan a ski trip for students in grades 7-8. The YSB will pay a portion of 

a room $100. YSB is not responsible for the supervision of students. Parents/guardians must attend. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Ricard/Weir) approve the Ski Trip and contribute $100 towards renting a room. 

Alyson Paige will be paid $150 stipend to organize and check students in and out. All in favor; motion 

passed. 

 

Known-Let’s Talk about Vaping: An informative presentation by SERAC will be held on March 25th at 6:00 p.m.  The 

YSB will provide light refreshments. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Weir) approve the SERAC presentation called “Known-Let’s Talk 

about Vaping”. YSB will use SERAC grant funds to pay up to $113 towards refreshments and will also pay 

Amy Suffoletto a stipend of $150. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Grade 8 Bowling:  To be held on May 29, 2024 for students in grade 8 at the Alley Katz in Westerly, RI. Mr. Burrows 

noted that the Board of Education has already approved this out of state field trip. 

 

Motion (2/21/24) was made (Burrows/Ricard) approve the 8th Grade Bowling Trip and allocate up to $300 for 

the cost of students, shoe rentals and chaperones. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

Melinda attended a virtual Legislative meeting on January 26, 2024. 

 

DCF PRIORITIES/JUVENILE REVIEW BOARD: No communications were received. 

 

MID-YEAR YSB/LPC BOARD SELF-EVALUATION: The first draft of the YSB/LPC Board Self-Evaluation was 

provided. Suggestions and edits can be emailed to Mr. Borrows. 

 

OTHER: Mr. Burrows noted that he will be meeting with Melinda to review the list of programs in the Board’s Self-

Evaluation and discussing her annual Director Evaluation which will be presented to the Board in June. 

 

Future Virtual YSB-LPC meeting dates are on the following Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m.: 3/20, 4/17, 5/15, and 6/19/24.  

 

Agenda Items for the next meeting will include the following: Approve Minutes; Budget Report; YSB Director’s Report, 

and the YSB/LPC MID-YEAR SELF-EVALUATION (2nd reading) 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourned at 5:27 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Dee Dee Jackman (YSB-LPC Clerk) and Adam S. Burrows (Superintendent and YSB-LPC Secretary)  


